AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Forest Service, USDA

212.2 Forest
program.

212.3 Cooperative work.

212.4 Construction and maintenance.

212.5 Road system management.

212.6 Ingress and egress.

212.7 Access procurement by the United
States.

212.8 Permission to cross lands and ease-
ments owned by the United States and
administered by the Forest Service.

212.9 Principles for sharing use of roads.

212.10 Maximum economy National Forest
System roads.

212.11-212.20 [Reserved]

212.21 Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail.

development transportation

Subpart B—Designation of Roads, Trails,
and Areas for Motor Vehicle Use

212.50 Purpose, scope, and definitions.

212.51 Designation of roads, trails, and
areas.

212.52 Public involvement.

212.53 Coordination with Federal, State,
county, and other local governmental en-
tities and tribal governments.

212.54 Revision of designations.

212.55 Criteria for designation of roads,
trails, and areas.

212.56 Identification of designated
trails, and areas.

212.57 Monitoring of effects of motor vehicle
use on designated roads and trails and in
designated areas.

roads,

Subpart C—Use by Over-Snow Vehicles

212.80 Purpose, scope, and definitions.
212.81 Use by over-snow vehicles.

Subpart A—Administration of the
Forest Transportation System

AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 551, 23 U.S.C. 205.

§212.1 Definitions.

For the purpose of this part the fol-
lowing terms, respectively, shall mean:

Administrative unit. A National For-
est, a National Grassland, a purchase
unit, a land utilization project, Colum-
bia River Gorge National Scenic Area,
Land Between the Lakes, Lake Tahoe
Basin Management Unit, Midewin Na-
tional Tallgrass Prairie, or other com-
parable unit of the National Forest
System.

Area. A discrete, specifically delin-
eated space that is smaller, and in
most cases much smaller, than a Rang-
er District.

Chief. The Chief, Forest Service, De-
partment of Agriculture.
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Construction engineering. All work and
expense of setting out, controlling, in-
specting, and measuring the construc-
tion or reconstruction of a forest trans-
portation facility including:

(1) Construction surveys to establish
line and grade for the work, to control
the work, and to measure quantities;

(2) Redesigning, adjusting, and
changing the plans, specifications, and
materials to meet conditions;

(3) Inspecting, directing, and control-
ling operations for compliance with
plans and specifications;

(4) Inspecting, testing, and accepting
materials and equipment to be in-
stalled in the work; and

(5) Inspecting, measuring,
cepting completed work.

Designated road, trail, or area. A Na-
tional Forest System road, a National
Forest System trail, or an area on Na-
tional Forest System lands that is des-
ignated for motor vehicle use pursuant
to §212.51 on a motor vehicle use map.

Federal airport funds. Discretionary
funds available for airfields in National
Forests under section 6(b)(3) of the Act
of May 13, 1946 (60 Stat. 173), as amend-
ed; 49 U.S.C. 1105(b)(3).

Forest road and trail funds. Funds au-
thorized or appropriated for the pur-
pose of carrying out the provisions of
section 205 of the Act of August 27, 1958
(72 Stat. 907), as amended; 23 U.S.C. 205.

Forest road or trail. A road or trail
wholly or partly within or adjacent to
and serving the National Forest Sys-
tem that the Forest Service determines
is necessary for the protection, admin-
istration, and utilization of the Na-
tional Forest System and the use and
development of its resources.

Forest transportation atlas. A display
of the system of roads, trails, and air-
fields of an administrative unit.

Forest transportation facility. A forest
road or trail or an airfield that is dis-
played in a forest transportation atlas,
including bridges, culverts, parking
lots, marine access facilities, safety de-
vices, and other improvements appur-
tenant to the forest transportation sys-
tem.

Forest transportation system. The sys-
tem of National Forest System roads,
National Forest System trails, and air-
fields on National Forest System lands.

and ac-
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Maintenance. The upkeep of the en-
tire forest transportation facility in-
cluding surface and shoulders, parking
and side areas, structures, and such
traffic-control devices as are necessary
for its safe and efficient utilization.

Motor vehicle. Any vehicle which is
self-propelled, other than:

(1) A vehicle operated on rails; and

(2) Any wheelchair or mobility de-
vice, including one that is battery-pow-
ered, that is designed solely for use by
a mobility-impaired person for loco-
motion, and that is suitable for use in
an indoor pedestrian area.

Motor vehicle use map. A map reflect-
ing designated roads, trails, and areas
on an administrative unit or a Ranger
District of the National Forest System.

National Forest System. As defined in
the Forest Rangeland Renewable Re-
sources Planning Act, the “National
Forest System” includes all National
Forest lands reserved or withdrawn
from the public domain of the United
States, all National Forest lands ac-
quired through purchase, exchange, do-
nation, or other means, the National
Grasslands  and land utilization
projects administered under title 111 of
the Bankhead-Jones Farm Tennant Act
(50 Stat. 525, 7 U.S.C. 1010-1012), and
other lands, waters or interests therein
which are administered by the Forest
Service or are designated for adminis-
tration through the Forest Service as a
part of the system.

National Forest System road. A forest
road other than a road which has been
authorized by a legally documented
right-of-way held by a State, county,
or other local public road authority.

National Forest System trail. A forest
trail other than a trail which has been
authorized by a legally documented
right-of-way held by a State, county,
or other local public road authority.

Off-highway vehicle. Any motor vehi-
cle designed for or capable of cross-
country travel on or immediately over
land, water, sand, snow, ice, marsh,
swampland, or other natural terrain.

Over-snow vehicle. A motor vehicle
that is designed for use over snow and
that runs on a track or tracks and/or a
ski or skis, while in use over snow.

Preconstruction engineering. All work
and expense of preparing for construc-
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tion or reconstruction of a forest trans-
portation facility including:

(1) Engineering and economic inves-
tigations, studies, and reports;

(2) Reconnaissance surveys;

(3) Preliminary surveys;

(4) Preliminary location surveys;

(5) Soils, foundations, and materials
investigations, surveys, and tests;

(6) Preliminary and final designs;

(7) Preliminary and final plans, draw-
ings, specifications, and estimates of
quantities and cost;

(8) Final location surveys staked on
the ground; and

(9) Rights-of-way surveys, plans, and
descriptions.

Regional forester. A regional forester
of the Forest Service.

Road. A motor vehicle route over 50
inches wide, unless identified and man-
aged as a trail.

Road and trail 10 percent funds. Funds
available from the permanent appro-
priation “Roads and Trails for States”
under the Act of March 4, 1913 (37 Stat.
843), as amended; 16 U.S.C. 501.

Road construction or reconstruction.
Supervising, inspecting, actual build-
ing, and incurrence of all costs inci-
dental to the construction or recon-
struction of a road.

Road Decommissioning. Activities that
result in the stabilization and restora-
tion of unneeded roads to a more nat-
ural state.

Temporary road or trail. A road or
trail necessary for emergency oper-
ations or authorized by contract, per-
mit, lease, or other written authoriza-
tion that is not a forest road or trail
and that is not included in a forest
transportation atlas.

Trail. A route 50 inches or less in
width or a route over 50 inches wide
that is identified and managed as a
trail.

Travel management atlas. An atlas
that consists of a forest transportation
atlas and a motor vehicle use map or
maps.

Unauthorized road or trail. A road or
trail that is not a forest road or trail or
a temporary road or trail and that is
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not included in a forest transportation
atlas.

(25 Stat. 357, 26 Stat. 1103, 30 Stat. 35-36, 1233,
38 Stat. 430, 46 Stat. 1421 64 Stat. 82, 72 Stat.
885, as amended, 74 Stat. 215, 78 Stat. 1089; 16
U.S.C. 471, 478, 498, 525, 528, 531, 532, 538, 551,
572, 23 U.S.C. 101, 205, 40 U.S.C. 257, 258a, et
seq., 42 Atty. Gen. Op. No. 7, Comp. Gen. B-
65972, May 19, 1947; 40 Comp. Gen. 372; 41
Comp. Gen. 1; 41 Comp. Gen. 576, and 42
Comp. Gen. 590)

[30 FR 5476, Apr. 16, 1965, as amended at 66
FR 3216, 3217, Jan. 12, 2001; 70 FR 68287, Nov.
9, 2005]

§212.2 Forest transportation program.

(a) Travel management atlas. For each
administrative unit of the National
Forest System, the responsible official
must develop and maintain a travel
management atlas, which is to be
available to the public at the head-
quarters of that administrative unit.

(b) Forest transportation atlas. A forest
transportation atlas may be updated to
reflect new information on the exist-
ence and condition of roads, trails, and
airfields of the administrative unit. A
forest transportation atlas does not
contain inventories of temporary
roads, which are tracked by the project
or activity authorizing the temporary
road. The content and maintenance re-
quirements for a forest transportation
atlas are identified in the Forest Serv-
ice directives system.

(c) Program of work for the forest trans-
portation system. A program of work for
the forest transportation system shall
be developed each fiscal year in accord-
ance with procedures prescribed by the
Chief.

[62 FR 58654, Oct. 30, 1997, as amended at 66
FR 3216, 3217, Jan. 12, 2001; 70 FR 68288, Nov.
9, 2005; 73 FR 74613, Dec. 9, 2008]

§212.3 Cooperative work.

(a) Cooperative agreements for all
projects which involve financial con-
tributions from cooperators shall be
negotiated, approved, and executed in
accordance with procedures prescribed
by the Chief.

(b) Cooperative funds contributed in
advance shall be deposited in the
United States Treasury to the credit of
the Forest Service Cooperative Fund
authorized by the Act of June 30, 1914
(38 Stat. 430), as amended; 16 U.S.C. 498,
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or the Act of March 3, 1925 (43 Stat.
1132), as amended; 16 U.S.C. 572, which
deposits will be made available for ex-
penditure from the appropriation “Co-
operative Work, Forest Service.” If a
State, county or other governmental
agency is unable to contribute funds
under the Act of March 3, 1925, as
amended, in advance but is able to pay
its share subsequent to performance of
the work, the subsequent payment of
such funds will be deposited to the
credit of the Forest Service appropria-
tion from which the expenditures were
made or to appropriations for similar
purposes currently available at the
time of deposit.

[25 FR 6360, July 7, 1960. Redesignated at 62
FR 58654, Oct. 30, 1997]

§212.4 Construction and maintenance.

(a) Construction and maintenance
work on forest transportation facilities
with appropriated funds shall be di-
rected to what is necessary and eco-
nomically justified for protection, ad-
ministration, development, and mul-
tiple-use management of the federally
owned lands and resources served.

(b) Preliminary engineering and the
construction and maintenance of forest
transportation facilities shall be per-
formed by force account or let to con-
tract, unless otherwise approved by the
Chief. The contract method shall be
employed for roads and trails in ac-
cordance with section 205(c) of the Act
of August 27, 1958 (72 Stat. 907); 23
U.S.C. 205, and for all other facilities
when it is advantageous and in the in-
terest of the Government.

(c) No construction work shall be
started by force account or let to con-
tract until all necessary rights of way
have been secured, and approved by the
Attorney General, if required, and co-
operative agreements, if any, approved
and executed.

[24 FR 10256, Dec. 18, 1959, as amended at 25
FR 6360, July 7, 1960. Redesignated at 62 FR
58654, Oct. 30, 1997; 66 FR 3216, Jan. 12, 2001]

§212.5 Road system management.

(a) Traffic rules. Rules set forth under
36 CFR part 261 and this section shall
apply to all National Forest System
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